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NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS 
Owing to the disturbance caused by 
war conditions in the postal service, we 
cannot guarantee prompt delivery of 
this journal through the mails. For 
delays in such delivery, while they 
should be reported at once to this of- 
fice x we cannot accept blame. The 
journal, is mailed in the General New 
York Post Office early Friday evening 
of each week and should reach our 
N. Y. City and suburban subscribers 
by Saturday morning, and those at 
greater distances in proportionate time. 
When extra copies of any issue are 
required, advance notice of the number 
of copies so required should reach this 
office at latest by Thursday afternoon 
of any week. Later orders frequently 
cannot be filled. 



THE NEW ART TAX 

We republish elsewhere today a well 
considered editorial from the N. Y. 
Evening Post on the subject of the 
new tax of 10% to be levied upon all 
modern art works, save those by living 
artists, sold in this country, under the 
provisions of the new revenue bill now 
about to go before the Conference Com- 
mittee of Congress and to be soon en- 
acted. 

- While the general argument of the 
Post's editorial anent this tax appears 
to be well founded and emphasizes our 
own judgment that it is an unwise tax 
upon education, we cannot agree with 
the editorial's deduction that the tax 
will greatly injure the art trade and 
tend to minimize sales, etc. 

The art interests of the country, from 
proper patriotic motives, while oppos- 
ing the theory of any tax upon art 
•works, did not protest or raise any 
strenuous objection through the com- 
mittee of the new American Art Deal- 
ers Association, which appeared before 
the House Ways and Means Commit- 
tee and only objected, — with success, — 
to the levying of the first proposed and 
exorbitant tax of 25% on all art works 
sold. They also objected, with reason, 
and probably successfully also, against 
the proposed so-called "floor tax," 
which, had it been left in the bill and 
not laid on the table by the Senate Fi- 
nance Committee, would have imposed 
a further tax of 10% on all goods in 
storage while awaiting indefinite sale. 
We published last week the clear and 
cogent brief arguing against this last 
tax submitted by the committee of the 



and soon to tour the country, on the 
part of Miss Mechlin, Secretary of the 
Fine Arts Federation of Washington, 
and especially her unwise attempt 
to prejudice the country's museums 
against holding exhibitions of these 
works, we were obliged to suspend our 
own judgment upon them, as we had 
not ourselves seen and studied the 
original pictures. 

We spoke editorially last week of the 
"Use of Controversy," and certainly the 
agitation which our recent publication 
of Miss Mechlin's and Dr. Brinton's 
controversial letters on the subject of 
Boris Anisfeld and his art, with those 
of others from art writers and critics 
last week, had. the result of attracting 
a representative throng of art lovers to 
the opening reception at the Brooklyn 
Museum last Tuesday and will arouse 
the curiosity and interest of thousands 
all over the land. We are gratified to 
have been able„ to thus contribute our 
part to the now assured success of the 
Anisfeld exhibitions. 

Since that time Mr. James Britton 
has reviewed the exhibition in our col- 
umns and found much to praise and 
little to condemn in the art of Boris 
Anisfeld, and other critics and writers, 
notably Miss Carey of the N. Y. Times 
and Mrs. Cornelia Sage-Quinton of 
Buffalo, have passed favorable judg- 
ment upon them. Speaking for our- 
selves ; and after a close study of Anis- 
feld's pictures, we are impelled to say 
that while we do not unreservedly agree 
with the rather eulogistic estimates of 
Dr. Brinton (the writer of the ex- 
hibition catalog and who was chiefly 
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Vezin Slaps "Museum Director" 

Editor American Art News. 
Dear Sir: 

I will defer further comment on Mr. Brin- 
ton's letter to Miss Mechlin in order to 
first speak of the communication in your 
last issue signed "American Museum Di- 
rector," which attacks Miss Mechlin from 
the safe ambush of anonymity with the-gas 
bomb labelled "amusing." Whenever these 
people run out of ammunition they fall back 
on "amusing." It makes all argument su- 
perfluous. But then nothing is so charac- 
teristic of people as what they think amus- 
ing. If your fiancee laughs : at the wrong 
place at the play — better break off the en- 
gagement. , 

I wonder if this "American Museum Di- 
rector" is the man who laid bare his soul 
in a "one man" exhibition shortly before his 
appointment as director. If so, Miss Mech- 
lin has scored a point. This man for years 
did very tiresome pseudo-classic stuff, and 
then "got tired of being good" and got on 
the copographic bandwagon. No doubt 
those responsible for his appointment^ as 
director were in ignorance of that criminal 
show. They had him in mind as still in 
his academic period. 

The Director makes one bad break. He 
quotes Shakespeare. If he is not careful 
he will blurt out something taking Michel- 
angelo seriously. Does he not know that 
to quote the great Elizabethan is Victorian? 
Surely he is aware that there is only one 
poet and that his name is Oscar. 

Charles Vezin. 

New York, Oct. 29, 1918. 



APPRAISALS— "EXPERTISING" 
The "Art News" is not a dealer in 
art or literary property but deals with 
the dealer and to the advantage of both 
owner and dealer. Our Bureau of "Ex- 
pertising and Appraisal" has conducted 
some most important appraisals. We 
are frequently called upon to pass 
upon the value of art works for col- 
lectors and estates, for the purpose of 
insurance, sale, or more especially, to 
determine whether prior appraisals 
made to fix the amount due under the 
inheritance or death taxes are just and 
correct ones — and often find that 
such former appraisals have been made 
by persons not qualified by experience 
or knowledge of art quality or market 
values, with resultant deception and 
often overpayments of taxes, etc. We 
suggest to all collectors and executors, 
therefore, the advisability of consulting 
our Bureau of Appraisal either in the 
first place or for revision of other ap- 
praisals. This Bureau is conducted by 
persons in every way qualified by ex- 
perience and study of art works for 
many years, and especially of market 
values, both here and abroad. 



Decorators Association, which ap- responsible for the bringing of the ar- 
peared before the Senate Finance Com- 
mittee, and which laid the clause pro- 
viding for said tax upon the table— it 
is to be hoped, never to be taken off. 

We do not believe that the 10% tax 
will operate to the disadvantage of the 
seller of art works of any value. No 
collector or buyer who really desires 
a picture or art object will hesitate to 
pay the slight additional percentage, 
especially as he knows this will benefit 
his country, and in the case of art 
works of superior money value, if there 
should be any hesitation on account of 
the extra amount made necessary by 
this tax, this can and will be either 
split between buyer and seller or re- 
mitted by the seller to the buyer. 

We recall that during the period 
when imported art works paid 20%, — 
and at one time even 25% duty, — the 
dealers in high priced art works did 
not find the tax any great deterrent to 
sales. Many of the most valuable and 
greatest pictures in noted American 
collections were purchased with the ad- 
dition of 20% to 25% to their sale 
price. 

We do not believe there should be 
any tax on art, but under the condi- 
tions we consider that the trade is for- 
tunate in being assessed only 10%, and 
we differ in this respect with the pessi- 
mistic argument of the Post editorial. 



BORIS ANISFELD'S ART 
When a fortnight ago we decried the 
condemnation, from a study only of 
photographs, of the works of Boris 
Anisfeld, the Rusian painter, now on 
exhibition at the Brooklyn Museum 



tist and his works to America) and Mr. 
Britton, we find the man a master of 
decoration, a remarkable colorist, and 
possessed of rare versatility and imagi- 
nation. He is a "Modernist" in that 
he pays less attention to form and more 
to line and color, but he is a master 
craftsman and a virile painter. We 
fail to discover anything of the vulgar 
and degrading attributes that Miss 
Mechlin has found in the photographs 
of his works, and we feel sure that the 
country will indorse the judgment of 
Dr. Brinton and Director Fox in bring- 
ing the man and his work to this coun- 
try and will thank them for the opor- 
tunity of seeing the latter. 



Billboards Hit by Building Zone Bill 

Billboards and. unsightly signs will prob- 
ably soon disappear through the agency of 
the building zone regulations. 

Prior to the adoption of the "zoning" 
resolution, there existed no safeguards to 
protect local residential districts against 
billboards, and advertisers and agencies were 
free to erect huge signs that it was impos- 
sible to escape. These hoarding boards 
were put up in front of churches, ware- 
houses, parks, railroad yards, homes and 
gas houses. The billboard respected the 
rights of no locality, no individual. All this 
has been changed' by the resolution which 
prohibits property situated in residential dis- 
tricts from being put to any uses or acces- 
sories, except dwellings for one or more 
families, boarding houses, hotels, etc. 

Billboard advertising or hoarding can in 
no sense be deemed accessory to any of the 
uses specifically permitted in residential dis- 
tricts. 

Gloomy Picture for Museum 

A melancholy painting by Josef Israels 
has been presented to the Boston Museum 
by Mrs. Alice N. Lincoln, entitled "The Day 
Before the Parting." It represents a widow 
sorrowing over the coffin of her dead hus- 
band. According to a Boston critic, "It is 
not exaggeration to say that there is some- 
thing abysmal in the gloom that fills this 
picture; it tells of despair, unmitigated by 
any gleam of consolation." 



Mechlin-Brinton-Anisfeld Controversy 

Editor American Art News 
Dear Sir: 

I read the editorial in the American Art 
News of Oct. 19; also the correspondence 
between Miss Leila Mechlin and Dr. Chris- 
tian Brinton, the eminent art critic, with 
intense interest; but also with impatience! 

That anyone, . especially Miss Mechlin, 
should dare to adversely criticize the art 
of Boris Anisfeld, to say nothing of dic- 
tating to art museum directors whatjftey 
should or should not take in the way of ex- 
hibitions, is quite beyond my comprehen- 
sion; in addition, I happen to know Boris. 
Anisfeld and his work well. I became ac- 
quainted with both immediately upon his 
arrival in America. I never decide on the 
duality of any art work from photographs 
but visit_ studios, meet the artists and study 
the original works; for how could anyone 
possibly judge of the brilliant compositions 
and the ravishing color of the work of a 
man like Boris Anisfeld, the distinguished 
Russian painter, from photographs? 

As for the morale of the pictures one 
might as well call the works of the famous 
Gauguin immoral 1 

Boris Anisfeld is a great painter, a charm- 
ing, refined man. ■ His works will be on ex- 
hibition at the Albright Art Gallery, Buf- 
falo, from Jan. 1 to Feb. IS. 1919. not- 
withstanding the fact that Miss Mechlin ad- 
vises to the contrary. 

Very truly yours, 

Cornelia B. Sage-Quinton, Litt. D., 

Director Buffalo Fine Arts Academy, 
Albright Art Gallery, 

President Buffalo Society of Artists. 
Buffalo, N. Y., Oct. 28, 1918. 



OBITUARY 
Thomas M. Fleming 
Thomas M. Fleming, of Hilton, N. J., a 
cartoonist for the Newark (N. J.) Evening 
News, dropped dead from heart disease 
Oct. 26, in this city. Mr. Fleming was 
identified by his registration card, and his 
father. Thomas Fleming, who heads the, 
Tom Fleming Cartoon Syndicate of New-' 
ark, was notified. He was a graduate of 
Seaton Hall College. South Orange, N. J., 
and studied at the N. Y. Academy and the 
National Academy. He is survived by two 
brothers. Watson Fleming, of Newark, and 
Homer Fleming, also an artist. 



An Unfortunate Prediction 
According to certain "Boche" newspapers, 
the beauty of Paris, which has long been 
an eyesore to the Hun, was" doomed; anr 
nihilation of "la ville lumiere," preached by 
these amiable scribes, was at hand. In the 
face of recent events these predictions have 
their comic side, and one may say that the 
Hun counted without his host: in the pres- 
ent instance, without Marshal Foch. And 
now comes the announcement of the publi- 
cation on ,Sept. 1 of a soecial number of 
La Renaissance de 1' Art Frangais et des In- 
dustries de Luxe," devoted to the beauty 
of Paris. Yet another proof of the temerity 
of those incorrigible Parisians, who, true 
to their traditions,, fling this parting shot 
at the heels of the fleeing defiler of their- 
soil as the only fitting reply to his insolent 
forecast of extermination of the object of 
his envy and hatred. 



